New South Wales Wildlife Council

Operational Framework

Mission Statement 

Achieving optimal outcomes for Australian wildlife 

Objectives

The Council will: 

· Act as the peak representative body for licensed wildlife rehabilitators in New South Wales. 

· Foster the sharing of available resources among rehabilitators and will collect, assemble and disseminate accurate and up to date information on all aspects of wildlife care, rescue, rehabilitation and release. 

· Develop State/National standards and codes of practice for both captive wildlife management and the training of rehabilitators and through education and training maximize the welfare outcomes for native animals. 

· Act as an independent advisory Council to all levels of Government, business and the community on wildlife rehabilitation and habitat conservation. 

· Work with equivalent councils from other states and territories towards the creation of a national wildlife rehabilitation council. 

· Work for the interests and needs of wildlife rehabilitators 

· Undertake such other representations, programs and activities as may, at the discretion of the Council, be considered necessary and proper. 
Functions 

The Council may pursue its objectives by engaging in the following: 

· Establish and maintain (within the legislative and regulatory framework) codes of practice and State/National standards for wildlife care. 

· Promote the registration of education and training standards for licensed wildlife rehabilitators. 

· Provide considered advice on any wildlife care/rehabilitation matters where applicable. 

· Promote networking and dialogue between all those involved in wildlife health and welfare. 

· Represent and provide a collective voice for its constituents. 

· Liaise with relevant government ministers and departments regarding the work and outcomes of the Council. 

· Establish working groups or seek wider consultation to assist it in carrying out its functions as deemed necessary 

· Advance and promote community awareness, interest and support for native wildlife welfare and conservation. 

· Seek funding for pursuing the Council's objectives. 

· Liaise with other State Councils in the creation of a National Council.
Appointment of Members

· Members will be appointed from affiliated licensed rehabilitation groups and will constitute the voting membership of the New South Wales Wildlife Council (NWC). The affiliated licensed rehabilitator groups will determine the method of appointment of their representatives.
· The number of members each licence holder is entitled to on the NCW will be one per licence and one group vote for independent licence holders.  Each licence holder will nominate an alternate member.  The member and alternate must be endorsed by the appointing group’s Board or Management Committee 
· Persons will be elected by fellow NWC members for the positions of chair, vice-chair, secretary, treasurer, media officer, public officer, minute secretary, webmaster, fundraising officer and education officer. There shall be annual elections for these positions.
· The executive shall comprise the chair, vice-chair, secretary, treasurer and media officer. 

· The Council will instigate a mechanism to allow variation to the representation entitlements of affiliated licensed carer groups and the process of representative selection.
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