
NSW Wildlife Council, Inc.

Meeting Number (12)

Saturday 8th and Sunday 9th November 2008 

‘The Centre’ – 14 Frances Street – Randwick, Sydney

9:30 am

Minutes

1.0 
Meeting Opened:
9:30am

All welcomed by Chair and introductions made.  
1.1
Present:  
Audrey Koosmen NATF, Julia McConnell IGLs, Stan Wood WIRES, Caroline Enfield WIRES, Marny Bonner ASR, Shirley Lack NARG, Phil Machin NARG, Lorraine Vass FOK, Ron Haering DECC, Gwen Parry-Jones Wildlife Ark, John Meany NANA, Elena Guarracino LAOKO, Bruce Mulligan Wildlife Aid, John Donnelly NTWC, Greg and Coralie Tarlinton Wildcare Q., Don Gowing Wildlife ARK, ilona Roberts TVWC, Sonja Elwood Syd Wildlife, Gwen Seznec TVWC.
Guest(s):
Ron Haering – Manager Wildlife Licensing & Management Unit (DECC).


1.2
Apologies: 
Paige Sinclair PPP, Steve Amesbury NANA, Rhonda Bradford Wildlife Carers Mudgee, Andrew Hudson Wildlife Carers Mudgee, Barbara Witham KIC, Paul McLeod KIC, Ronald Ling ORCCA, Margaret Squires CWC, John Gorham FAWNA, Dr. Miranda Gott Dept Environment & Climate Change.


1.3
Teleconferencing:  
Nil.
2.0
Register of Proxies:  


An emailed proxy from John Gorham of FAWNA to Audrey Koosmen NATF was tabled by Audrey Koosmen as NWC Chairperson.  This proxy directed Audrey to vote on behalf of FAWNA against the motion proposed by NARG to allow wildlife carers to belong to more than one wildlife group.
3.0
Agenda Items Brought Forward:


3.1
Minimum Standards of Care for Wildlife Rehabilitation


(Ron Haering DECC, Miranda Gott DECC).


The progress of the working party in the past 6 months was outlined by Stan Wood (WIRES).  Stan advised that the working party have not been setting standards, as has been suggested in some feedback, but has merely assisted in the identification of the types of things that will require a standard written around them.  The NWC were reminded that the advancement of this project and funding were the major issues identified as requiring action from last years NWC strategic planning workshop.  Stan also acknowledged the input from DECC officers such as Ron Haering, Brendon Neilly, and Dan Lunney and other contributors such as Graham Wilson of BioBrokers Pty. Limited and Libby Hall of Taronga Zoo and thanked them for participating.  


Stan then passed the discussions to guest speaker, Ron Haering.  Ron introduced himself as the Manager of the Wildlife Licensing & Management Unit of the Dept of Environment and Climate Change.  He explained that DECC are very much a regulator and partner in the process of wildlife rehabilitation with an obligation to provide guidance and consistency regarding the way we conduct our business.  In the last  6-7 months the DECC have attempted to look at the project of developing Minimum Standards at a strategic level only to identify the kinds of activities that are performed in wildlife rehabilitation that will form a framework for what will need to be developed.  Ron confirmed the working party has involved both independent and NWC members, and feels the work to date provides a very good first step towards outlining the work to be carried out.   As the progress to date has been circulated prior to the meeting, the DECC is pleased to announce it is now in a position to provide incentive to carry forward this project and invest in staff member over the next 18 months to progress project and spearhead bipartisan input and consultation from stakeholders.  

Ron encouraged NWC to ensure the DECC are provided feedback from the wider membership.  He understands it was identified as one of NWC’s highest priorities from the planning day in 2007 and is very pleased with the project to date.  He acknowledged that NWC and wider membership are very busy but encouraged everyone to please read this final cut and provide as much input as possible into the document in the coming year.  The project is envisaged to take approximately one year and will be entirely managed by Dr Miranda Gott, her team and the proposed Steering Committee.  The Steering Committee should comprise of persons with a range of skills to help the newly employed DECC officer with guidance.  

Ron then thanked NWC for the invitation to attend and stated he looked forward to a very successful outcome.  He urged NWC contact Dr Miranda Gott (DECC) to invite her to the next NWC meeting.  He also suggested that this could perhaps involve a workshop with NWC to gain initial feedback and consultation to enhance the minimum standards framework document.


Major points from discussions included the following concerns or issues:

· That this document had only just been received by NWC and the fact that it did not have ‘draft’ written on it.

· That minimum standards would disaffect wildlife carers and could drive them away.

· NARG proposed NSW should be adopting ‘best practice’ rather than minimum standards.

· That other organisations and officers had participated on this document such as Taronga Zoo, Biobrokers, Dan Lunney DECC.

· Regarding the meaning of a ‘fit and proper person’.

· The composition of the minimum standards steering committee.

· That the wider wildife industry would not be given ample opportunity to comment.

· That other documents were not referenced in this draft framework.

· That this is a DECC based document.

· That NWC will become responsible for this document and its future review and resources for same.

· That once minimum standards are in place that DECC will not have the resources to ensure compliance.

· A request that a cover sheet be added outlining the aims, process and timeliness for the development of these standards.

· Regarding the newly advertised position of DECC Project Officer.

In answer to some of the concerns raised Ron Haering made the following points.


It would be all very easy to hold up a document and say that this is the one we want but it still remains for the wildlife rehabilitation industry in NSW to go through all the available standards including QLD, WA, VIC, and international documents that may also be available.  He noted that the Victorian document provides a very good starting point and has great information that will certainly be useful.  Ron also noted that there will be similarities between states and as a first step in this process it is anticipated that a review of all current documentation will be made.  Similarly, from the departments point of view, it is also noted that at this time there is no guidance material on this subject available between groups and, again, from the departments point of view, almost a constant bickering regarding aspects of standards of care.  The DECC very much NEED and would like your assistance in developing this final document. 


This is just one set of standards.  There will also need to be specialist standards on particular species.  This will be an overview document to cover generic headings. Other documentation will probably need to be developed as a separate project after this one.

The DECC are looking at this as a joint document.  The NWC are a peak body representing 4000 people across the state, if the NWC can’t do it then what would be the purpose of this group?

It is difficult to undertake extensive compliance programs and historically a lack of standards has hindered this.  The department are currently making inroads into strategic areas relating to compliance such as reptile keeping.  The department puts trust into the leaders of rehabilitation groups to a certain degree and hope that they are self-monitoring and do a certain degree of this for us.  In the future the department will be visiting people here and there to ascertain how people are complying, or taking on board these standards.  It is impossible to take a big stick to everybody.  People need to be empowered to do self regulation and provided with the support of the minimum standards and the department.


The development of these standards may require a multitude of regional workshop processes, where there will be disagreement and decisions will have to be made.  The DECC certainly want a diverse range of skill sets including compliance, project management and wildlife care to guide this process.  Funding wise this depends on what is reasonable and achievable.  So at this stage I can only give a very cautious and tentative ‘yes’ to ongoing funding of this project by DECC.  

Ron agreed that interaction with DECC and NPWS officers needs to be expanded.  Some regions already have very good interactions with the department and others not so good.  He agreed in time he would like to see some form of MOU between groups and DECC and the types of services they can provide.


Dr Miranda Gott will be overseeing the standards policy and review of fauna rehabilitation.  This would also be good to be included here.  Ron stated he had some ideas himself.  It’s not always about $, but other services such as technology, knowledge sharing and education/facilitators.  DECC can encourage this too, and perhaps may in time be able to provide facilitators.


4.2.6
Review of Native Fauna Rehabilitation Policy
In response to a NARG query as to whether the Fauna Review has commenced, 

Ron Haering stated that at this stage they have made a small start in the review process but have not begun on any of the core strategies.  When they commence Miranda will consult with the NWC. 


Stan Wood WIRES stated that some clarification regarding the policy review would be appreciated.  Naomi Carrard of DECC queried the NWC executive in 2006 with regard to the wildlife policy review but not the wildlife rehabilitation policy review.  Stan suggested this created confusion within the rehabilitation industry and perhaps this is the point needing clarification.


Lorraine Vass FOK agreed and reiterated that in June 2006 the executive answered a questionnaire for Naomi Carrard that came via email.  The NWC initially responded in writing and then the executive met with her and reviewed the material.  Then some time later, after Ron and Miranda came on board, the confusion arose as we began to realise that there was more than one aspect of wildlife licensing being reviewed.


Ron Haering confirmed that Naomi’s task was a wildlife management review.  This encompassed a whole range of aspects and came to a series of recommendations.  This process was then finished and Miranda has then focused on the hobby trade first.  He also felt that it may be of some benefit if she and Brendon Neilly come to the next NWC meeting to give overview of what’s going on with that.


Ron Haering also commented that there is documentation available regarding wildlife and disease outbreak, – there needs to be clear guidance for staff and volunteers regarding this.  The department could provide NWC a copy of this for discussion so we are aware of what we are working on.  Carers play an important role in identifying disease outbreak and with NWC permission, we would like to share this with you for your comments.


Audrey Koosmen NATF then thanked Ron Haering for attending and providing such valuable input.

Motion:
That the minimum standards steering committee comprise a total of 9 members.  Two from the DECC, two independents from the wider industry and five from the wildlife council.  

Proposed:
Marny Bonner ASR

Seconded:
ilona Roberts TVWC

Carried:
Unanimously.   
Motion:
That the NWC representatives present this project to their respective groups to establish any person who might like to be part of the minimum standards steering committee to be finalised and to have expressions of interest by 12 December 2008.   

Proposed:
Marny Bonner ASR

Seconded:
Coralie Tarlinton Wildcare Q.

Carried:
Unanimously
Marny Bonner ASR offered to draft a job description over an informal meeting over the NWC lunch break and this was read to those present after the break.  


Action:
Marny Bonner ASR to distribute this draft online.


Action:
Secretary to invite Dr Miranda Gott and Brendon Neilly to attend our next meeting.
4.0
Previous Meeting August 12th 2008


   4.1
Adoption of Minutes of Previous Meeting (11) August 12th 2008



Sonja Elwood expressed many thanks to Bruce Mulligan for providing assistance writing up previous minutes.  She said this is an arduous task and she is very grateful.



Motion:
That the Minutes of the August NWC meeting be accepted.


Proposed:
John Donnelly NTWC
Seconded:
Coralie Tarlinton Wildcare Q.



Carried:
Unanimously



4.1.1
Amendments:
Nil

4.2
Business Arising:



4.2.1

Telstra Sponsorship Proposal (Sonja Elwood, Syd Wildlife)

Sonja requested perhaps others with more time might like to pursue this.

Coralie Tarlinton Wildcare Q. asked exactly what we might be looking for from a phone dealer.

Gwen Seznec NRWC said it would be good to look for a sponsorship deal of some sort perhaps via a combined bill across multiple groups.  Can we compete with Telstra via other carriers?


Action:
Coralie Tarlinton Wildlife Q. to pursue and to report back either online or next meeting.

4.2.2

Memorandum of Understanding NWC / DECC / RTA Update:  

(Audrey Koosmen NATF)

The DECC have an internal policy regarding Memorandums of Understanding, a clause of which precludes entering into an agreement with any person or ‘body’ that they license for any purpose.  

Therefore an MOU may only be possible with the RTA at this stage.

4.2.3

NWC Business Cards
(Sonja Elwood Syd Wildlife)





Received and distributed.

4.2.4

Nomination of Public Gift Fund Administrators: 

(Sonja Elwood Syd Wildlife, Stan Wood WIRES)


At the previous meeting it was queried as to how many fund administrators would be required?  Unfortunately since our last meeting Anne Fowler has recently relocated to Newcastle and her availability may therefore be limited.

Audrey Koosmen NATF proposed that Patrick Medway the President of WPSA be included as Anne’s replacement, along with the two members already proposed being Graham Wilson of Biobrokers Pty. Limited and Prof. Richie Howitt of the Graduate School of the Environment from Macquarie University.

Lorraine Vass FOK explained that the NWC initially resolved to pursue the set up of the Public Gift Fund from the Dept of Environment and Heritage (DEH), now the Department of Environment and Water (DEW), Register of Environmental Organisations.  From the DEW guidelines, it is actually more complex than just needing administrators.  

One prime inclusion is that the organisation must ‘actively seek funding/sponsorship to maintain their tax deductibility status’.  If the NWC are not able to do this then there is no point in applying.  We have made a good start, we have an ABN, amended our constitution to include the mandatory clauses, identified the need to setup a bank account for this purpose and have made preparation for a separate management committee.  However, our only fundraising activity at this stage has been the ring raffle a couple of years ago.

Stan Wood WIRES agreed with Lorraine and felt that perhaps NWC should just wait at this stage.


Motion:
That the NWC leave in abeyance getting onto the Department of Environment and Water, Environmental Register.  
Proposed:
Stan Wood WIRES
Seconded:
Julia McConnell IGLs
Carried:
Unanimously


4.2.6
Minimum Standards for Wildlife Rehabilitation in NSW: 
(All officers)






Item brought forward.  See under Item No. 3.1.



4.2.7
Native Animal Keepers’ Consultative Committee (NAKCC) / 
Native Reptiles in Pet Shops
(Stan Wood WIRES, John Gorham FAWNA) 




Stan Wood WIRES tabled a discussion paper prepared by him after hearing at a Native Animal Keepers Consultative committee (NAKCC) meeting, a report prepared for DECC by an independent consultant regarding the reptile industry in Australia.  In summary, this report illuminates the difficulty of compliance within an expanding industry which sits alongside a huge illegal industry.  Ownership of an animal is a very difficult issue to prove and in this regard micro chipping is being investigated.




Currently the trade is totally out of control and the proposal to legalise the sale of reptiles through pet shops incorporates compliance measures aimed at getting the trade under control.  The biggest concern is resources the DECC will require to ensure compliance and the political will to do so.  (See attached report)




Marny Bonner ASR agreed there were lots of ‘ifs’, but if implemented, we should be getting a kick back from this.  Marny offered to put something up on line regarding this.  




Action:
Stan will continue to update NWC as more information becomes available.



4.2.8

RBG / DECC Flying Fox Camp Management Policy (ilona Roberts)




ilona Roberts TVWC performed an inspection of the RBG with Steve Amesbury NANA in June 2008.  There have been 2 RBG FF Steering Committee meetings prior to the NWC invitation to join.  Section 91 of the licence has been granted and to date there has been no attempt to devise an alternative plan to outline methods of living with the flying foxes.  




The BGT (Botanic Gardens Trust) are well-funded with a media officer appointed to maintain their position.  They have established volunteers at the gates of the RBG telling people that the flying foxes have to go.  There certainly are a number of trees that are damaged but really the argument to date has been very one-sided.  The RBG have now released a proposal to be submitted to DECC and DEWHA, outlining their plans.




The BGT refer to the previous Maclean and Victorian RBG experiences as success stories.  This is not the case and in some instances those animals that returned were shot (Melbourne BG).  It is reported that only one animal returned but this not the case.  They have identified alternative sites but some of these are all small, fragmented or already carrying capacity numbers and maybe unable to sustain larger groups.




Gwen Seznec NRWC said that the RBG made application on the 26th October according to a recent notification from the Environmental Defenders Office and that there is now a 14 day period to respond.  




ilona Roberts TVWC offered to formulate our comments and send this off.   She suggested firstly that we recommend these animals be managed in-situ before attempts are made to remove them, something that has not been fully explored by the RBG.  Secondly this camp needs to be viewed as an integral part of the flying foxes network as a permanent maternity camp.  If it is denied them, what damage will be done to them as a species?  Thirdly, surely even as a government department you must not contribute to an already threatened species decline?  Under the current arrangements it is difficult to see how the RBG will be able to do that?




These animals have been harassed in Singleton, VIC, Maclean, and Tweed Shire.  It is possible the Environmental Defenders Office may be able to help us?




2:45pm
Bruce Mulligan Wildlife Aid excused himself from meeting due to ill health.



Motion:
That the NWC write to the NCC Executive Director and WPSA Executive Director as a matter of urgency seeking their support of NWC on this issue.  




Proposed:
Lorraine Vass FOK




Seconded:
Gwen Parry-Jones Wildlife Ark




Carried:
Unanimously




Action:
ilona Roberts TVWC


4.2.8.1
Flying Fox Submission to Minister re Issuing of Shooting Licenses in NSW




Gwen Parry-Jones Wildlife Arc tabled the submission (supported by NWC) that has recently been presented to Minister Tebutt opposing the issuing of shooting licenses to orchardists.




Lorraine Vass FOK enquired as to who were the members in the delegation?  Gwen Parry-Jones Wildlife Ark said that Kerryn Parry-Jones had led the delegation but couldn’t remember who else was involved, several people from different organisations.

4.2.9

NSW Wildlife Rehabilitation of Fauna Policy Review 
(Phil Machin NARG)


This item was covered under 3.1 Business brought forward.



4.2.10

Companion Animals Management Act 1998 (Julia McConnell IGLs)

Julia McConnell IGLs requested this agenda item be rested for the time as the task is a work in progress, but will update the Council as necessary.   

John Meany as new NANA representative requested a brief overview of the item.  Julia explained that she is hoping to achieve an amendment to the Companion Animals Mgmt Act 1998 at some time in the future that would subject cats to the same controls as currently exist for dogs - contained on an owners property etc.

4.2.11
Development of Template for Local Agreements 
(Audrey Koosmen NATF)


A template for an MOU that could be used by bordering groups to clarify the details of conducting activities was considered.  This item is to be reviewed at a later date or should the need arise for comment online.  It is certainly an option for wildlife groups should they wish to develop further.


Motion:
That the NWC accept the template provided by Steve Amesbury NANA for the use of member groups and thank Steve Amesbury NANA for all his efforts.  


Proposed:
Lorraine Vass FOK


Seconded:
Stan Wood WIRES

Carried:
Unanimously

4.2.12
Refit to Coal Trains To Prevent Wildlife Injury 
(Bruce Mulligan Wildlife Aid)

We have written to HVCC Coal Logistics and are awaiting a response.  Audrey Koosmen’s details as Chairperson have been provided for telephone contact.



4.2.13

National Wildlife Council  (Lorraine Vass FOK)
There is nothing to report on this item as yet.  Lorraine Vass FOK will update NWC with any progress.



4.2.14 
Euthanasia of small animals (Bruce Mulligan Wildlife Aid)


Sonja Elwood Syd Wildlife read draft letter to Jessica Bryant of the Animal Ethics Unit of DECC seeking advice on the use and administration of CO2 as a method of euthanasia in native animals.




Action:
Secretary to send.


4.2.15

MacLean Flying Fox Colony (ilona Roberts TVWC)



NATF have provided representation on the Maclean steering committee, a March disturbance is planned.




ilona Roberts TVWC reminded NWC that should the RBG removal go ahead this may set an awful precedent.  



4.2.16
Kangaroo Management Plan (John Donnelly NTWC)





Motion:
That the NWC write to DECC regarding our concerns about the issuing of S120 and S121 licenses.  Ask what criteria are, what follow up is performed in regards to compliance.  





Proposed:
Stan Wood WIRES





Seconded:
Lorraine Vass FOK





Carried:
Unanimously





Action:

Stan Wood WIRES



4.2.17

National Koala Action (Lorraine Vass FOK)


A response has been received from the Australian Koala Foundation (22 Oct) who are happy to incorporate the NWC into their network.  A further communication was received by WIRES and FOK (29 Oct) which appears not to have been sent to the NWC.

Motion:
Subject to agreement by the KPS of NSW, Hunter KPS and Koalas In Care (who were not represented at the meeting) that members of the NWC who are licensed to rehabilitate koalas communicate with the AKF through the Council on all matters which have a state-wide significance. 



Proposed:
Lorraine Vass FOK 
Seconded:
Stan Wood WIRES




Carried:
Unanimously





Action:
Lorraine Vass FOK to inform other Koala groups.



4.2.18

NWC Koala Symposium (Lorraine Vass FOK)





Ongoing.  Deferred to next meeting.



4.2.19

Wildlife Rehabilitation Membership (Phil Machin NARG)
Phil Machin NARG introduced the issue concerning the need to allow volunteers to belong to whichever wildlife group they wish to without unnecessary restriction (currently DECC mandate that a volunteer cannot belong to a wildlife group and care for animals if they live outside the operating area - unless they belong to their 'local' group too).  As Braidwood is a wildlife rich yet carer poor area, NARG wish to incorporate members from outside their designated operating area.  Phil commented that this was a matter he would have liked to sort out direct with DECC but they have referred it to the NWC.  Phil outlined NARGs reasons for this motion and invited further discussion.  These included:

· This is a very important policy change, which could have significant impact on NSW wildlife rehabilitation capability – particularly in rural areas.

· No alternative arguments have been put forward as to why we should not allow volunteers freedom of choice without restriction.  Many may not understand or are fearful of change.  The majority of NWC members have not commented.

· The NWC need to ask itself whether it wants to support a discriminatory policy against volunteers, which stops people who can’t or won’t belong to their local group from becoming involved elsewhere.

· There are people in border areas that might be better off supporting an adjoining group.

· There are many disaffected wildlife volunteers in NSW who have been pushed away by their local groups or who have voted with their feet.  DECC licensing means these people have nowhere to go.  And the wildlife care capability in NSW is reduced.  Right now I am aware of two groups of disaffected people of 20 and 30 each who have nowhere to go.  There are many others who have been lost to the NSW wildlife care system.  People who cannot or will not join their local group.

· People have freedom of choice to attend different schools, colleges, churches, RFS and SES groups, ‘out of area’, so why is there a restriction on wildlife groups?

The advantages to this motion include:

· Removes a rule that discriminates against the individual.

· Empowers volunteers thereby giving a greater satisfaction.

· Reduces the incidence of damaging disputes.

· Reduces the cost to the individual.

· Increases wildlife care capability across NSW.

· Improves management committee performance.

· It is morally and ethically right that volunteers have the right to choose.

This matter was discussed at length and all members made comments both for and against.




Audrey Koosmen read the email provided by Koalas In Care representative Paul McLeod which did not support the concept of dual membership.




Motion:
That the NWC agree that wildlife volunteers in NSW should have freedom of choice to be a member of any licensed NSW wildlife group regardless of where they live and to take part in the activities of that group (without restriction).






Proposed:
Phil Machin NARG




Seconded:
Elena Guarracino 





For: 

7






Against:  
7 (excluding proxy)




Phil Machin NARG expressed concern that FAWNA’s proxy vote was not valid.  There was considerable discussion about the validity of the proxy vote which remained unresolved and therefore the result of the vote was undetermined.




Action:
Stan Wood to seek advice from Department of Fair Trading as to use of proxy votes and the meaning of ‘ordinary’ meeting as opposed to ‘general meeting, special general meeting and AGM.





Action:
Audrey Koosmen to notify DECC of the results of this motion. 
5.0
Reports:
5.1 Treasurers Report: (Julia McConnell IGLs)

Report tabled by Julia McConnell IGLs

5.1.1   

Statement of accounts

Julia McConnell tabled NWC accounts and Treasurer’s report.  
The budget is well on track and budget has been amended to add an extra $1500 to our travel allocation.  
The Audit has been completed and Ron Witham has agreed to continue to support us by remaining as our Auditor.  
The Office of State Revenue has approved our application for Stamp Duty exemption. 
5.1.2.

Authorised Signatories
Joan Hills and Sandra Stewart have now been removed as authorised signatories, item now complete.
5.1.3.

Approval for Reimbursement of Expenses


Stan Wood WIRES, Bruce Mulligan Wildlife Aid, Julia McConnell IGLs,
Marny Bonner ASR, Lorraine Vass FOK, Ilona Roberts TVWC, Coralie Tarlinton Wildcare Queanbeyan, Gwen Seznec NRWC, John Donnelly NTWC, Elena Guarracino LAOKO, Sonja Elwood Syd Wildlife

5.1.4

Revenue Officer’s Position

The NWC need funding and someone to work on this issue.  It has been included in tomorrow’s AGM and Strategic Plan so all officers can give this consideration before tomorrows meeting.  We really need to address this to move the NWC forward.


Motion:
Treasurer’s report accepted.  Many thanks to Julia McConnell for all her efforts with NWC accounts. 

Proposed:
Stan Wood WIRES 

Seconded:
Audrey Koosmen NATF.

5.2 Insurance Officers Report (Julia McConnell IGLs)

Tabled by Julia McConnell IGLs

All participating groups have now paid their premium for the Protector Liability Insurance.  
With regard to the matter of members climbing ladders & entering roofs etc, the insurance company has confirmed that members are covered in these situations.  They advised that our policy was developed specifically for our members and that the Insurer is aware of all the activities our members might carry out.
Quotes for next years premiums have yet to be sought.  
There have been no claims lodged since the last meeting.


Motion:
That the Insurance Officer’s Report be accepted.



Proposed:
Julia McConnell IGLs


Seconded:
Shirley Lack NARG



Passed:
Unanimously.

5.3
Media Officers Report (Lorraine Vass FOK) 



Tabled by Lorraine Vass of FOK.



Motion:
That the Media Officers Report is received and accepted.
Proposed:
Lorraine Vass FOK

Seconded:
Sonja Elwood Syd Wildlife

Passed:
Unanimously

Motion:
Many thanks to Lorraine Vass of FOK for developing and producing the NWC newsletter Wildlife Watch and all issues to date.  This has been a tremendous effort and very much appreciated.  


Proposed:
Audrey Koosmen NATF


Seconded:
Sonja Elwood Syd Wildlife


Passed:
Unanimously

Motion:
The NWC are very grateful to Robin Tattersall of FOK for her efforts with the graphics for Wildlife Watch.  

Proposed:
Audrey Koosmen NATF

Seconded:
Lorraine Vass FOK

Passed:
Unanimously.

Lorraine said that the templates for Wildlife Watch were available to anyone who takes on the newsletter role and again Robin Tattersall of FOK is happy to give assistance if we require it.


Action:
Secretary to send a letter of thanks to Robin Tattersall of FOK.  

5.4
Nature Conservation Council (Lorraine Vass FOK)

Patrick Medway of WPSA graciously accepted amendment to the motion regarding a state-wide phone number and is very happy to join a working party with NCC, WPSA and the NWC to research the practicalities and costs of such a venture.


The NWC should convene this working party given this is a project to our benefit in the longer term.  


Delegate convening task to one of our members around table and that person can then get back through the Secretary to the NCC so the ball starts rolling.


Motion:
That the recommendations outlined in Lorraine Vass’s report be accepted.

Proposed:
Lorraine Vass FOK


Seconded:
Elena Guarracino LAOKO

Passed:
Unanimously
Action:
Lorraine Vass FOK

Item Brought Forward

6.1
Removal of Wildlife Signage by RTA in Rural Areas 


Greg and Coralie Tarlinton of Wildcare Q. reported that signs sponsored by the NRMA advertising their group number have recently been removed under a work order by the RTA.  The RTA officer in charge commented that he had had the signs pulled down because he wanted to bring in a state-wide number.  Steve Smith of the RTA then stated that a meeting would be organised between the NRMA, the RTA and the NWC.  


Motion:
Nominate Stan Wood WIRES (as convener) and Elena Guarracino LAOKO and Greg Tarlinton Wildcare Q. to convene a working group and anyone else on NWC who is interested.  


Proposed:
Lorraine Vass FOK

Seconded:
Julia McConnell IGLs

Passed:
Unanimously.

5.5
Secretary’s Report: (Sonja Elwood Syd Wildlife)
Correspondence Report tabled for the period August 5 –October 29 2008


Additional correspondence received today:


John Gorham, FAWNA, (8 Nov), Notice of apologies and register proxy vote regarding NARG motion.


Paul McLeod, KIC, (8 Nov), Notice of apologies and registering comments regarding 4.2.6 Minimum Standards Wildlife Rehab in NSW.  Item 4.2.11 NWC Memorandum of Understanding and 4.2.19 Wildlife Rehabilitation Membership.


Julia McConnell (IGLs) (Nov 8) confirming Julia as representative for IGLs for 2008/09.


Audrey Koosmen, NATF, (Nov 8), Completed NWC Nomination Form nominating Audrey Koosmen to position of NWC Chairperson.


Julia McConnell (IGLs), (Nov 8), Completed NWC Nomination Form nominating Julia McConnell as NWC Treasurer.


Merrilee Verhoeven, Secretary, WIRES State Council & Board, (Nov 8), confirming Stan Wood and Caroline Enfield as primary and alternate reps respectively for WIRES on the NWC.


Daniel Zuccarini, A/Assistant, Office of Gaming and Racing, Charities Division, (29 Oct), re Invitation to join free Charity E-News Service.

Motion:
That the Secretary’s report be accepted.  

Proposed:
Coralie Tarlinton Wildcare Q.

Seconded:
Shirley Lack NARG 

Passed:
Unanimously.
6.0
General Business:


6.2
NWC Logo (Audrey Koosmen NATF)

Audrey Koosmen NATF tabled the two most popular logos from the online poll and proposed that these be professionally produced by graphic designer.  

Action:
Caroline Enfield WIRES will come back with final designs and quotes as her son may be able to provide professional input at no cost.

6.3
NCC Conservation Week 2009 


Sonja Elwood Syd Wildlife suggested we do something within all our groups in our own regions perhaps sharing similar resources to participate - perhaps using a joint brochure?  Faith Flannigan of NCC has extended invitation to be part of it.  
It is felt this would be too difficult to coordinate and groups are encouraged to participate individually.

6.4
Meeting with new NSW Minister Environment and Climate Change, Carmel Tebbutt and Opposition Shadow Minister, Pru Goddard
(Audrey Koosmen NATF)


This item is ongoing.  The incoming executive to pursue and is deferred to after the AGM.


6.5
NSW Council Impact Statement (Phil Machin NARG) 

Phil Machin NARG suggested that if the NWC has not previously assessed the contribution made by wildlife groups in financial terms, then this could be a useful thing to do.  By creating an impact statement the NWC will have factual information to support bids for resources from Government and non-Government agencies.  An Impact Statement could be used to demonstrate our worth to the Minister.
Key Areas: 
Rescues / Transport / Petrol, Enquiry calls, Snakes, Shoots (by roadside)

Cost:
Turnover (estimate hours), Food, Veterinary Services, Telephone, Enclosures / Equip / Food



Insurance

Other:

Members, Animals in Rehab,Education / Displays

Action:  
Phil Machin NARG to coordinate the development of an impact statement based on input from NWC members. 


6.6
NWC Submission to DECC re Climate Change Action Plan



(Sonja Elwood Syd Wildlife)



Motion:
That the NWC make a submission to DECC regarding the Climate Change Action Plan to be developed in the coming year.  


Proposed:
ilona Roberts TVWC



Seconded:
Sonja Elwood Syd Wildlife



Carried:
Unanimously



Action:
Sonja Elwood Syd Wildlife to follow up and update progress online.

7.0 
Any Other Business



7.1
Tabled ten copies of the Rural Landholder Guide to Environmental Law in NSW published by EDO for those NWC members interested.


7.2
Items in brief for NWC information: (Marny Bonner ASR)



Marny Bonner ASR introduced a few items for NWC information and distribution to the wider wildlife memberships.

· Yahoo owns 41% of a shark-finning company so please be aware of this and where possible let others know.
· There is an International Symposium to be held in February 2009 in Brisbane (QLD) on Marine and Freshwater Turtles.  For more details see www.turtlesBrisbane2009.org. 
· Marny is working on the banning of Helium balloons and the damage they do.  All support please greatly appreciated.

· Regarding the Australian Seabird Rescue organisation, should anyone have any issues or concerns please feel free to call ASR or Marny directly.  Australian Seabird Rescue currently have teams operating in the South Coast, Central Coast, and Far North Coast.
8.0
Next Meeting Dates:

Thursday 19 February 2009 – 9am for 9.30 start 


Venue:



DECC Offices, Bridge Street, Hurstville, Sydney
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